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Dementia Care Action Plan
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By email to: dementiaconsultation@gov.nl.ca

Re:  Dementia Care Action Plan Consultations

On behalf of the Canadian life and health insurance industry, I would like to thank you for the
opportunity to provide input into the proposed dementia care strategy that the Government of
Newfoundland and Labrador is seeking to develop.  You have estimated that there are approximately
9,600 people in Newfoundland and Labrador living with dementia today and that number is expected
to increase to over 14,000 by 2035.

The CLHIA is a voluntary trade association with member companies that account for 99 percent of
Canada's life and health insurance business.  In Canada, at the end of 2018, the life and health
insurance industry provided more than 430,000 people of all ages in Newfoundland and Labrador
with protection and made payments of about $160 million in life insurance, $518 million in health
insurance and 437 million in annuity payments.

With the release of the federal government’s A Dementia Strategy for Canada: Together We Aspire in
June 2019, we understand that the strategic objectives of this document are:

· To prevent dementia,
· To advance therapies and find a cure, and
· Improve the quality of life for people living with dementia and their caregivers.

The Government of Newfoundland and Labrador identify additional objectives of:
· Increasing awareness,
· Improve supports for people living with dementia and their care partners, and
· Improve the capacity of the workforce to better support individuals living with dementia and

their care partners.

Private insurers provide products and services that can support the achievement of these objectives,
including life and health insurance, critical illness and long term care insurance.  These products assist
in helping the people of Newfoundland and Labrador when they most need it with access to
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prescription drugs and healthcare and to assist with providing other types of supports such as nursing
services and monetary assistance that help patients stay in the comfort of their homes longer.

We look forward to the development and implementation of this strategy and would be pleased to
discuss how we can assist further at your convenience.

Yours sincerely,

Original signed by

Joan Weir
Director, Health and Disability Policy


